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SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST BRIEF OCPAS MEA‘:IFOR 27 JUNE 1988. 2
FROM: DDI/0/CPAS. g
ITEMS
1. IRAN-1RAQ: IRAQ RECAPTURES MAJNOON [SLANDS APPROVED FOR RELEASE
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1. IRAN-IRAQ: IRAQ RECAPTURES MAJUNOON |SLANDS G
BAGHDAD RECAPTURED THE MAJNOON ISLANDS WITH A TWO-PRONGED M
OFFENSIVE SATURDAY; YESTERDAY THOSE IRAQ) FORCES THAT PENETRATED £
INTO IR PPARENTLY BEGUN WITHDRAWING TOWARD THE INTERNATIONAL
BORDER. g
IRAQ! INFANTRY, SUPPORTED BY COMBAT ENGINEERS, ON SATURDAY L
MORNING MADE AN AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT FROM THE SOUTH ONTO NORTH MAJNOON G
ISLAND, | | LT THE SAME TIME. MAJDR E
ELEMENTS OF TWO IRAQI ARMORED DIVISIONS DROVE INTO IRAK!AN TERRITORY ‘

EAST OF THE HAWIZAH MARSH. THIS PENETRATION SEALED OFF IRANIAN
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FORCES ON NORTH MAJNOON ISLAND AND PREVENTED IRANIAN REINFORCEMENT
FROM THE EAST.

BOTH AVENUES OF ATTACK WERE HEAVILY SUPPORTED BY AERIAL AND
ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT. BY MiDDAY, BAGHDAD CLAIMED ITS FORCES WERE N
CONTROL OF THE MAJNOON ISLANDS, AND TEHRAN ANNOUNCED ITS FORCES HAD
WITHDRAWN TO NEW POSITIONS IN THE FACE OF EXTENSIVE IRAQI CHEMICAL
ATTACKS. THERE IS NO EVIDENCE YET OF ANY CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE,
ALTHOUGH I|RAQ| CHEM)CAL DEFENSE UNITS WERE DEPLOYED JUST BEHIND THE
FRONTLINES IN THE STEP AREA.[ |

IRAQ! INFANTRY FORCES OCCUPIED ADDITIONAL AREAS IN THE HAWIZAH
MARSH YESTERDAY, AND THE ARMORED UNITS INSIDE IRAN WERE W|THORAWN
FROM IRANIAN TERRITORY, ACCORDING TO IRAQI PRESS REPORTS.[ ]

[ |IRAQI_ARMOR UNITS HEADING TOWARD THE
INTERNATIONAL BORDER.

COMMENT: THIS MAJOR IRAQ! VICTORY, IRAN'S FOURTH DEFEAT IN
THREE MONTHS, HIGHLIGHTS TEHRAN'S LOST INITIATIVE IN THE WAR AND
INCREASES |ITS PROBLEMS IN DEALING WITH IRAN'S SERIOUS MILITARY
SHORTCOMINGS. BAGHDAD'S APPARENT DECISION NOT TO OCCUPY A SIZABLE
PORTION OF IRANIAN TERRITORY WILL MAKE |IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR TEHRAN
TO MOTIVATE ITS POPULATION FOR A COUNTERSTROKE.

BAGHDAD 1S [N A GOOD POSITION TO HOLD THE TERRITORY IT HAS
RECAPTURED. IT CAN EASILY SHIFT ITS FORCES AND ATTEMPT TO RETAKE
IRANIAN-HELD [RAQI TERRITORY ELSEWHERE ALONG THE BORDER. [ |
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